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4217 Housing in Haliburton County: The Narrative Stories

Organization | nfor mation

Places for People (P4P) is a charitable organizatiandated to create affordable rental housingailibdrton
County. It was incorporated in 2007, and in 20Q8chased a property — an old Orange Lodge thabblad used
as a Dance Studio - in the village of Haliburtod aanovated it, using extensive volunteer input dmaation of
goods and services from the community, into twgdad-bedroom apartments within walking distance of
downtown.

Two families took residence in February 2010, pgyffordable rent (shelter allowance if on socg&distance, 1/3
of gross income prior tax year), and supportedutphout the process by a member of the P4P Tendatdtiba &
Support Committee in a tenant-directed relationsiigP puts a small portion of the rent in a tfust which a
tenant may access, on negotiation with the S&S Citteen

The renovation loan for that property has been pHjdhe rent and a DOOR grant are financiallytaingng the
mortgage and property-related expenses, and theteehave settled well. P4P is therefore lookingurchase
and renovate again as soon as it finds a suitabjeepty in the County.

P4P has a secondary goal of raising public awasesiasut housing issues in the community, and kgegdineast
of policy and funding decisions at all levels ovgonment that impact on housing. We know thateffarts are a
very small part of what needs to happen in ordetHe citizens of Haliburton County to be affordabhd
appropriately housed. We also acknowledge thegmynof affordable housing as a determinant of healt

Proj ect | nformation

The project is to gather personal narratives framoad spectrum of people about the impact of Imgusn
their lives. The base question is: How does thesimg you have (or have had, or need) impact en th
quality of your life? We would assist with idewiifg participants who, among them, cover a varadthyfe
circumstances or points in the life cycle in whitbusing plays a particularly pivotal role.

The underlying belief is that one’s housing — whitla rural setting gives location special impocar
plays a primary role in supporting or constrictquglity of life. It can create, exacerbate, or konate life
cycle challenges. A better understanding of whatcrucial elements of these events are perceivbd,t
and how they interact, will help develop housinggial and health policy that meets the needs of our
citizens.

There is considerable exploration of this questioarban environments. The rural reality is impaotty
different, but the differences are not well exptbog articulated in either popular or academiaéditere.
Until the crucial differences are better understand communicated, policy will continue to creatiean
solutions that are a poor fit with rural realitgaliing it to rural citizens to manage, individuadly
collectively, the necessary amendments. We auttieithat the narratives we propose to collect will
explicate the differences by describing the accodations that people make.



Benefit to the Community

This project builds on a broad-stroke exploratibthe Determinants of Health undertaken by U-Litke
years ago, which identified housing as a problesraea. Housing was also a pervasive theme in
gualitative research undertaken by the Aging WeHlaliburton County Committee, with U-Links support

A year-long honours Geography thesis explored Rdoaising further last year, with a particular focuns
positioning it within academic study. The partaps in this study were housing providers and supp
The student recommended that the next study fosussers of housing, by which he understood people
who were insecurely housed.

In Haliburton County, however, the group of insedyhoused is (we believe) unusually broad.
Haliburton County is the poorest jurisdiction int@mo, so we have our share of those whose housing
insecurity arises from poverty. We are also tlaest jurisdiction in the province, so we have dware and
more of those whose housing insecurity arises fl@diminishment of aging. Thirdly, we have a very
small (16,000 permanent residents) and geographitispersed population, which increases the risk o
insecurity arising from unavailability of essensalpport services. Fourthly, we are ‘remote’ bhyuea of
having no settlements larger than 2-3000 in oumBoand no public transportation, which increasss r
of insecurity on the basis of access to transgortat

Potential L earning for the Student

an increased understanding of how housing impdets |

an increased appreciation of the particular chglsrof rural housing
skill in eliciting and capturing narrative data

experience in analysing narrative data

experience in presenting narrative data

Resources Required for Project Provided by Host

Host:

We will orient the student to the state of housmglaliburton County — geography, demography, @gst
resources, identified challenges — to augmentithizie literature to date

We will identify a list of potential respondentsathiepresents a broad spectrum of life cycle pa@htshich
housing may have particular salience (e.g., leapeng@ntal home, initial employment (in the area),
becoming a couple, becoming a family, family withldren active in community, empty nesting, loss of
partner, loss of physical / mental capacity)

We will arrange for local coverage of the projeztisat potential respondents have a context witiich
to receive requests, as well as documentatiorh®student/s that confirms their legitimacy

We will apply for funding to offset travel expengaghe community

We can billet students to allow them more flextgiliefficiency in conducting interviews.

U-Links: The cost of a rental vehicf@R reimbursement for fuel (student owned vehicley&wél to and
from Haliburton County for up ttour (4) visits.

All costs for transportation beyond the four visiteluding rental and fuel costs, as well as fadts for
project related travel within the county are thgpansibility of the host organization.



Screening or Training Reguirements

Must have interpersonal and interviewing skills rgpiate to in-depth exploration of personal and
potentially emotional material

Must have an appreciation of confidentiality, esakcin a small community (e.g., people are id&akile
by other than name)

Some respondents might be considered vulnerabléhanefore a police check should be completed.
The student/s will need to make considerable tivaglable for data collection and considerable ttawvay
be involved (if interviews take place in respondgéhbmes)

Skillsthat Would Be an Asset to the Student(s)

A good understanding of housing as a determinaheatth
An orientation to life cycle as a narrative stance
Keyboarding speed would allow optimal capture dada



